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ZONING LANGUAGE 

DISTRICTS 
Chicago is divided into 8 basic Zoning Districts and given an 
abbreviated code: 
 
Residential (R) 
Business (B) 
Commercial (C) 
Manufacturing (M) 

Downtown (D) 
Planned Developments (PD) 
Parks and Open Space (POS) 
Planned Manufacturing Districts (PMD) 

  
 

These 8 basic Zoning Districts are further broken down into sub-regions of varying 
intensity, building size, activity concentration, etc. Each sub-region is given a number, 
the high the number, the busier the area. 
 
For example, There are 3 types of business zones: B1, B2, and B3. B3 zones have larger 
buildings and more going on than B1, and B2 is in the middle.  

 
There are 10 levels of residential zones, split into three categories; 
 
 RS - Residential single-unit districts, comprised mostly of single-family homes  

RT - Residential townhouse, two- or three-flat districts; and  
RM - Residential multi-unit districts, comprised of large apartments or 
condominiums. 
 

These residential zones are further broken down into regions with varying building sizes; 
The higher the number, the larger the buildings. 

RS-1, RS-2, RS-3, RT-3.5, RT-4, RM-4.5, RM-5, RM-5.5, RM-6 and RM-6.5.  
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PARKS AND OPEN SPACES 
There are 4 types of Parks and Open Space zones. However, the 
numbers of these zones do not have to do with how busy the area 
is. Instead, the number indicates the type of activity occurring in 
the area:  

POS-1 = Regional or Community Parks 
POS-2 = Neighborhood, mini-, and play-lot parks 
POS-3 = Open Space/Natural area 
POS-4 = Cemeteries 

 
WHAT ZONE ARE YOU IN? 

The city’s Department of Zoning has an online zoning map 
where you can find out what zone you or your project is in: 
https://gisapps.cityofchicago.org/website/zoning.  
You can also call the Zoning Department directly by calling 
312.742.3508. 

 
PERMITTED USES 
There are 5 categories of uses that may be permitted within a district. The Uses are: 

Residential 
Public and Civic 

Commercial 
Industrial

The Use Groups are further broken up into specific activities, called Use Categories. Use 
Tables list out the Use Categories for each Use Group and whether or not they are 
permitted in each of the districts.  
 
Here is the template for Use Tables: 
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To read more about the proposed ordinance and the 
controversy surrounding it, check out the following: 

Advocates for Urban Agriculture 
Navigating the Rules: http://bit.ly/gVlFEA 
Chicago Food Policy Advisory Council 

Zoning Update: http://bit.ly/heP9BZ 
Response to the Zoning Amendment: http://bit.ly/e3HnID 

Chicago Tribune 
Growing Home’s Response: http://bit.ly/f0LOl3 

 
 
 

 
Here is an example of a Use Table: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this table, you can see the specific use category of community gardens, for public and 
civic use, is permitted in all districts. For more information on standards and parking 
requirements, the table refers to another part of zoning code where you can find out more 
information.  

 

URBAN AGRICULTURE AND CHICAGO’S ZONING CODE 
Currently, Urban Agriculture 
is not a recognized land use in 
Chicago. It is only made 
possible by approval on a case-

by-case basis or by working under the radar of zoning enforcement. However, zoning 
code can be written in a way that supports the existence and expansion of urban 
agriculture. Some examples of this are outlined in the next section.  
 
In December of 2010, the Department of Zoning and Land Use Planning released a 
proposed zoning ordinance that focused on urban agriculture. The ordinance established 
agriculture as a permitted land use in the city and laid out what districts permitted it as a 
right and in what form (e.g., community garden, commercial farm, the size and type of 
infrastructure, etc). There was significant debate around the language and restrictions set 
out in the ordinance, and the vote was 
ultimately postponed to an undetermined 
future date. 
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EXAMPLES OF URBAN AGRICULTURE ZONING CODES 
 

 CLEVELAND 
Allows urban agriculture on all vacant residentially zoned lots 
and permits the sale of produce from farm stands in residential 
districts. 

KANSAS CITY 
Home gardeners are allowed to sell produce on-site if it is whole and 
un-cut between May 15 and Oct. 15. Community gardeners can sell 
fresh, whole, un-cut produce on-site if there is no house on the lot. If 
CSA farmers want to sell produce on-site in addition to the regular 
CSA, they must apply for an On-site Sales Permit. Large-scale crop farmers must have a 
Special Use Permit to sell produce on-site. 

 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Defines “Neighborhood Agriculture” and “Urban Industrial 
Agriculture” by size, rather than primary use.  
 
 

• Neighborhood Agriculture (NA) is “a use that occupies less than 1 acre for the 
production of food or horticultural crops to be harvested, sold, or donated and 
comply with the controls and standards herein. The use includes, but is not limited 
to, home, kitchen, and roof gardens. Farms that qualify as Neighborhood 
Agricultural use may include, but are not limited to, community gardens, 
community-supported agriculture, market gardens, and private farms.” 

 
• Urban Industrial Agriculture (UIA) is “the use of land for the production of food 

or horticultural crops to be harvested, sold, or donated that occur: (a) on a plot of 
land 1 acre or larger or (b) on smaller parcels that cannot meet the physical and 
operational standards for Neighborhood Agriculture.” 
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MILWAUKEE 
The raising of Crops or Livestock and Plant 
Nursery or Greenhouse is permitted in all 
residential zones, but prohibited in all commercial 
zones. In Parks districts, the raising of crops or 
livestock is permitted, and plant nursery or 
greenhouses are a limited use. 

 
 
SEATTLE  
Allows urban farms as an accessory use without 
a permit for up to 4,000 sq. ft. of planting area. 
Urban farms with more than 4,000 sq. ft. of 
planting area would be subject to an 
administrative conditional use permit process. 

 
 

Sources  
Chicago Artis ts  Resource 
http://www.chicagoartistsresource.org/dance/node/8747 
 
Municipal  Code of Chicago 
Chapters 16 & 17 - http://bit.ly/9eqawi 
Proposed Amendments to Chapter 17 - http://bit.ly/gazwN9 
 
Advoca tes  for Urban Agricul ture 
Navigating the Rules - http://bit.ly/gVlFEA 
 
Urban Food Policy 
http://www.urbanfoodpolicy.com/2011/01/chicagos-urban-agriculture-zoning.html 
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